A PROPOSAL, 


Humbly offered to the Conſideration of te PARLIAMENT, that wo Leather 
may be Exported UnmanufaFnred. 


MF COD B2 Þ HAT the Act for Tranſportation of Leather Unmanufacured , may be repealed , or at leaſt not renewed 
: | * after the expiration thereof. 
There would never have been any neceſſity for this AR, had it not been, that vaſt quantities of Hides 
are Imported from Ireland, which brings down the price of our Ezg/iþ Hides. And for the Stage- 
"Coaches , their hindering the Conſumption of that Leather in Ezg/and, which, before they ſet up, was fd 
SL for Boots , Saddles, Portmantues, Hat-caſes , Holſters, Belts, Girts, Reins, Stirrup-Leathers, and many 
eB ACP other things , now become almoſt uſeleſs. 

The making whereof , for Home-ſervice, and Foreign-Conſumption , employed about 100000 Families , whoſe Livelihood 
depended upon the Manufacturing of Leather , whereby they got Money, with which they maintained thair Families, ſpent five 
or ſix-good Jointsof .Meatin a Week.in their Houſes, and wore good Clothes , thereby occaſioning the Conſumption of great 
quantities of the Proviſions and Manufactures of the Kingdom., more than now are confumed. Till this A@ paſſed, it was 
- Felony to Tranſport Leather Unmanufactured, and then Frazce, Spain, Germayy, and other parts, who could not be without 
our Leather, had vaſt quantities of Boots, Shoes, and Saddles, with their Appurtenances, Portmantues, Hat-Caſes, Holſters, 

Trunks, &c. from Ermglard,; by the making whereof, many thouſands of Families got a handſome ſubliftance, and grew rich; 
But Stage- Coaches hindring the Conſumption at home; as aforeſaid, and 1r:jþ Hides being Imported into Ezeland, and allo great 
quantities from-Jre/azd, Exported to.Foreign Parts, our Hides feil 1n their price in Ezg/aud, The Queſtion then aroſe, how to 
raiſe them to their ancient i'value; and -it was by the Parliament conceived , that giving a liberty to Tranſport the ſame Un- 
manufactured , might anſwer the end propoſed; therefore an Act for that purpole was paſlcd. | 

But ſad hath been, and yet 1s, the conſequence. thereof: For, ever ſince that liberty given, the beſt of our Leather is conſtantly 
boughtup, and Tranſported beyond 'Seas Unmanufactured; Foreigners, who formerly were {upplycd with Leather wrought 
"here, will not Buy , or carry overa Peny-worth, that 1s Manufactured ; fo that all thoſe poor People, who ſerved Apprenti- 
ſhips to learn their Trades, and whoſe Trade depended upon Manufacturing for Foreign Conſumption, are undone; they that 
-kept 20 or 3o Journey-men at Work every day, cannot now, (though eminent men of their own Trades) keep two, by 
means whereof, upon computation, at lealt 50coo Men and their Families Livelihoods are wholly taken away , and they 
ſo impoveriſhed, that they are ready to receive Alms of the ſeveral Pariſhes wherein they live; whilſt in the mean time 
Foreigners grow Rich, by Manufacturing one of the Staple Commodities of this Kingdom, and whereas till this A& paſſed , 
all our old Boots and Shoes were bought up, mended here , and then ſent beyond the Seas, and there worn. 

The Caſe is now otherwiſe ; For the beſt of our Leather is not only Bought up and Tranſported Unmanufactured and 
wrought beyond Seas; but when it is wrought, it1s then Imported back , and vended here, to the great prejudice and diſcou- 
ragement of Manufacturers.in .Eng/and,, who have many of them been forced (as great a want of People as there is in England) 
to Tranſport themſelves beyond the Seas, for want of Work at home, andthere have taught their Art to Foreigners. What 
- then doth natually follow all theſe things « What Conſequence can be drawn from hence, bur this,that inſtead of 500 /s. worth 

of Leather, formerly ſent beyond Seas Manufactured , we ſend now 2s much Leather , but it 1s not worth above 100 /. becauſe 
the ſame is carried over unwrought: By which means our Manufacturers loſe 400 /. which they ſhould have gotten, if the - 
Leather had been Cut and Wrought in Exg/azd , and fo thereby we grow poor ; and Foreigners grow rich, by gaining that 4oo /. 
w hich our ManufaQurers loſe. 

But this is not all ; For, moſt of our Leather tlat is Exported, goes into Framce , with whom we never were able to keep up 
a Ballance of Trade , but have Traded with them for ready Money , (they taking little or none of the ManufaRures of England 
1n exchange for their Commodities.) By a moderate computation, from the beſt Inteligence I can get , Fraxce receives from 
England 30000 ls, worth of our Leather every year , which they cannot be without ( for, our Leather-ManufaQture , was the 
only ManufaQure that they were forced to be holdenunto us for.) 30000 /s. worth of our Leather Manufactured , was worth 
in France 1200001, then at leaſt 750000 /, of that went into our Manufaurers Pockets, the reſt to the Merchants, and what 
our Manufacturers got , was ſpent in the Proviſions and Manufactures of the Kingdom ; which being conſumed, bare a better 
rate than now , and helpt to keep up the Rents of Lands. | 

This Money we not only now lole, to our Impoveriſhmeant, and the Frezch get, to their Inriching, but conſidering that we 
now import as much (nay far more) of Frexch Goods into Exglazd than we did formerly, and taking it for granted, that when 
we tranſported the molt that ever we did , yet could nor a Ballance of Trade be kept up between the two Kingdoms , but our 
ready Money went for a great part of the Goods Imported , then muſt it naturally follow, that by ſending our Leather Unma- 
nufaured , which formerly was Manutactured , we muſt ſend over nigh 1o00co /. more in ready Money, than formerly we 
_ did, (orneed todo, were it not for this At ) which furniſheth Fraxce vith our Coyn, to pay their Workmen for ManufaQturing 

of -vur Staple-Commodities , and greatly exhauſteththe Treaſure of this Kingdom ,z But it this A& be repealed, and /rel/anads 
Tranſporting of Raw Hides be prevented , then Frazce, and other Foreigners muſt have Leather from Eng/and Manufactured , 
as formerly they had, whereby our Handicraft Tradeſmen would be let at work, and having work , would live handſomely , 
as formerly they did, to conſume the Proviſions and ManufaQtures of the Kingdom: So that to any rational man it muſt be 
apparent, that this Acthath not anſ' wered the end deſigned, nor raiſed the price of Hides, as expected, nor can it, for 1re/ayd 
Tranſporting vaſt quantities of raw Hides beyond the Seas,and Importing great quantities of their Hides into Exglaza, as aforeſaid, 
hinders the ſale of our Hides or Tanned Leather at any conſiderable rates, either at home, or to Foreigners, becauſe we want a 
Conſumption at home , and Foreigners chule to buy theix raw Hides rather than our Leather, by reaſon they can purchaſe 
them at a third part of the price we can afford to ſell ours at, and by Tanning of them, employ their own Bark; which is a 
great miſchief to the Gentry in England, whole Bark, by reaſon thereot, lellsat very low rates, 


